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Humanistic perspectives in Mulk Raj Anand's Coolie
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Abstract;-
© . ltis an established fact that Mulk Raj Anand Is a
huumni::t to the core who has contributod a lot in tho flold
Ot literature by producing a number of literary works with a
atreak of humanism, His novels, Untouchable, and Coolio
reomportant contribution in this direction as untouchable
Wheon halea as an epic of misory because of Bakha,
CShrolagonist, who is pitted against the social forces
Cor oy e thie totmeof untouchability. Munoo, in Coolie,
‘-}‘-vsv tragic tale onds in his misorable death, is also the
Tvietim of cruel system prevalent in the society. For the
characters like these, Anand has deep rooted sympathy
and compassion as his outlook is totally humanisitic and
tull of compassion.
Key-words : Humanism, Zeal, Propadanda, Society,
waxploitation.

There is no doudt that Mulk Raj Anand has produced
vast bowy of literature that has won him international name
and fame in the arena of English-literature on account of his
profound human significance. His novels, short stories and
othet writings have grown out of life. When we read Anand's
litdrary works we find these literary productions by him as
a record of people who have direct relationship with society.
Anand's novels bring the readers in to a close and fresh

o nshio with life. His writings have got an endless
1o the readers because a streak of humanism
rene Urought these works. ,

Mulk Raj Anand has been labeled.as a humanist by
different scholars and critics as he opines-that humanism
is the key which is needed to open the'heart, mind and soul
of the peaple. It is because Anand was desply and profoundly

- influenced by Karl Marx, Guru Nanak .DeV and.Mahatma
Aandhi who folloived the footprints of these visionary
srsonalities in his literary works. It is crystal clear that
Anand is a committed novelist towards the problems and
pradicaments of individuals as well as social problems
rampant in the saciety. Through a minute analysis of his
writings, one can observes the fact that he has Jeft no stone
unturnged in propagating his humanistic philosophy through
his writings. T i
" - As a delineator of Indian social life, Mulk Raj Anand's
g‘.mp‘atl}y is with the common masses who are. the victims
ol an oppressive and cruel system. In fact, he is the leader

oi the down-trodden and his heart bleeds for many
underdogs of.Indian social life like untouchables, coolies
and working class people. His aim has always been to bring
out what is essentially human in them by fusing the
psychological realism of the contemporary Indian society.
in almost every. novel written by Anand, he explores his

"

~oncorn for tho poor and down-trodden, protest against the

injusti¢co inflicted upon them. - e
Mulk Raj Anand's novel, Coolie is a powerful

exploration of soclal protest where hc? deals wit'h suffering,
prodicaments and hardships of coolies, and viewed frc?m
humanistic perspectives the present npvel can be
interpreted as a record of endless misenes in the lives of
coolics. There are various Crtcs who hail coclie as a post-
colonial document dealing with the aftermatns of cclf_;nial
rule of British people in India. Coolie delineaies beautifully
the tragic tale of Munoo, the main protagonist, an orpha'r'x
village boy from Bilaspur, in the Kangra Hill, V{ho ;ets: outin
search of a livelihood. His tragic tale records his experiences
as a domestic servant in an urban middle class family in
Sham Nagar, where he is ill-treated, abused and accused
by the house-owner. '

The present novel opens with the inhuman and ill-
treatment of Munoo who is not treated well by his aunt
Gujri and his uncle Daya ram. Even his native village is
also not free from the corrupt influence of capitalistic and
feudalistic exploita.tioh,_a}'l_d he_has to leave his village in
utter disgust and diéappoihtmeht. He leaves his village and
his first ercounter with the urban world is in the house of
Babu Nathoo I':{am, an accountant at imperial bank. With
the passage of time, the beauty and purity of his innocence
is destioyed as he is abused by his mistress, Bioi Uttam
Kaur who humiliates him all the times.

Munoo leaves this city, and moves to Daulatpur, and
from there to Bombay. Master -servant relationship is one
of the leading concerns in the present novel as Munoo is
treated well by Prabha, but his wife Parvati ill-treats Munoo
in a ruthless manner. Prabh Dayal isruined by treachery of

. his partner and the cruelty of Todarmal. The factory is sold,

and Munoo seeks work as a collie in the market of Daulatpur.
Here, the coolies are beaten and are made to carry
excessively heavy loads, and are turned out of jobsat the
whims of the traders. Munoo escapes in the hope of a better
future in Bombay where dreams were. fulfilled. Munoo finds

- a’job in Sir George White's Cotton Mills. and.is exposed to

the full force of indastrial and colonial exploitation. The British
regime. is very much unfavourable towards the. labourers
who are paid very low wages and are made to work day
and night. The ill-paid, ill-housed, undernourished and bullied
labourers are broken, both in body and soul.

The final act of Munoo's tragedy commences when
Mrs. Mainwaring, whose car knocks him down, takes him
to Shimla as her servant. She makes her boy-servant, as
her ricksbaw puller, and there are also some hints that he
is exploitéd sexually tqo. A deep rooted feeling of inferiority

incian Journal of Social Concerns, Volume - 8, Issue - 33, April - June 201

9, (RNI-UBBIL2 1@{3102. ISSN-2231-5837)
riomnztengl Peer-Reviewed Journal) ' (130) /‘ d\wwﬁa mpact Factor No. : 2,621

Jard Ly

Blitziers
(RSP

W gy S 0y LA . IR W L ) ST L - i T W U
bk bt it S s e £ by 1. oS B NI N R DN s D

S Mt




